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connection of narrative, without textual explica-
tion as aforesaid, it always means a period of twen-
ty-four hours. So it stands in the first chapter of
Genesis throughout; it can mean nothing else,
except where it is clothed with qualifying terms
as just shown, and then its use is always by synec-
doche. I must sift this matter.

While it is graciously admitted that the Al-
mighty was competent to make heaven and earth
in six natural days, as it is seemingly affirmed in
the record of the Moral Law, and that, conse-
quently, this "theory"involves no absurdity; yet,
it is said, since the strata of the earth's crust
have been shown to have been superimposed
upon one another by the forces of nature acting as
slowly as they now do, it is indubitably clear that
myriads of ages must have elapsed, in the nature
of things, between the time of " the beginning"
and the formation of Adam. Hence the Mosaic
cosmogony must be brought into harmony with
geological science. But this is taking for granted
the very thing to be proved. Geological theory
is not synonymous with geological science; Moses
may be in perfect accord with the latter, and in
perfect opposition to the former without discre-
pancy. They who contend for the aforesaid theory
seem to have no suspicion of any possible fallacy
lurking in their own argument, and hence they pro-
ceed very coolly to violate the very first principle
of interpretation, essential to the comprehension of
language, in forcing a meaning upon Gen. i, no less
absurd in exposition than it is dangerous to Chris-
tian faith and ruinous to the fact of revelation.